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Hello everyone and as always I hope this update finds you well. Understandably there are lots of 

questions still unanswered at the moment following the government decision to close schools and 

colleges and cancel exams last week. So I wanted to provide an update on what we do now and what 

we will continue to do to support our students over the coming weeks.  

As I say, there are bound to be lots of questions that students, parents and stakeholders have about 

how and when the College will be allowed to reopen and how qualifications will be awarded this 

year. The honest answer is that we don’t know at this stage and we await further guidance from the 

government, Ofqual and examination organisations about this. So for now we will focus on what we 

can control – which is doing our best to provide the best learning experience we can for all our 

students while they are studying remotely.  

We have seen some fantastic engagement from students – so thank you for this. Please can I urge 

every student to ensure you are attending every session that is available to you. And can I ask every 

parent to stress to their child the importance of doing so.  Teaching staff are looking at creative ways 

of delivering practical sessions remotely and will continue to offer teaching for every day a student 

would normally attend College. It really is incredibly important that you attend sessions, complete 

any set work and undertake assessments. We understand that grades this year are likely to be 

awarded on the basis of a ‘Teacher Assessed Grade’. Although we don’t have details on this yet, it 

means that the work completed during lockdown and when we return to College may well influence 

final grades. So please do contact your tutor if you are unsure on what you need to be doing and 

ensure you access all remote delivery.  

To support this, next week will be our ‘Upgrade Week’ for 16-18 year old students. In addition to 

your standard lessons you will also be able to access a whole range of additional content and 

sessions aimed at supporting you to achieve at the highest level and consider your next steps after 

College. This will include sessions on having a successful mindset, how to motivate yourself and how 

best to study online. Your tutor should share details of this with you and you can find out more 

through the My Day app.   

The end of the week will culminate in some student awards for those most engaged in the sessions – 

so you may even be able to grab one of the prizes available. We will be posting updates throughout 

the week on our social media pages.  

We do recognise that remote learning can be a challenge for some of our students who may not 

have regular access to the necessary equipment to access this. We have managed to get a number of 

laptops that we will be issuing out to our highest priority students who need this in order to engage 

with their course. We have also appealed to government for funding to enable us to buy further 

laptops and happily we understand that we will receive this in early February. While the delay is not 

ideal, we hope this will enable us to purchase a laptop for many more students who currently cannot 

access remote learning. We have also issued out around 200 4G SIM cards with 30GB data to 

targeted learners in the hope this may help them to access learning in the short term.  

Can I remind you that we are still running on-site supported access to facilities at the College for 

vulnerable or key worker students. These safe spaces will allow you to use College facilities to take 

part in your remote learning. We have extended out access to this for any students who really have 

no access to technology at home so that it allows them to take part in remote learning. If you would 



like to request this, there are details of how you can submit a request on the Coronavirus Updates 

page of our website. Please ensure you contact us first before attending College so that we can 

make sure travel plans and safe arrangements are in place.  

In terms of safe arrangements, I am happy to report that we now have lateral flow testing up and 

running at the College. All staff are tested weekly and any students who attend our site will be 

tested twice on their return. The facility will also give us the opportunity to regularly test groups who 

may have been in contact with a positive case so that we can hopefully reassure everyone. Students 

(or a carer in certain cases) will need to give their consent to testing and it is voluntary, however I 

hope this helps give everyone some further comfort as to the safe arrangements we have in place at 

the College.  

If you were previously in receipt of Free College Meals, you should be now receiving direct payment 

to your household of the equivalent amount. If you are not yet receiving this then parents should let 

us know bank details for these payments by contacting studentfinanceteam@dudleycol.ac.uk.  

And finally, can I just mention that we will still be going ahead with our Open Day planned for this 

Saturday (16th). This is relevant to both school leavers considering their options for September as 

well as adult learners who may be looking to start a new training programme now (most of which 

you can start remotely until face-to-face training returns). If you have not yet registered for the 

event you can find our more by visiting our website.  

I will continue to provide further updates as we get more information from government. Plus you 

can check on our website which we will keep updated with any new developments. In the 

meantime, please keep yourselves and your families safe. Thank you for listening.  
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